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at this time give to this television and radio audience audience a complete financial history everything I've 
earned everything I've spent everything | owe and | want you to know that I'll have to start early | was born in 
1913 our family was one of modest circumstances and most of my early life was spent in a store out in 
Eastwood it was a grocery store one of those family enterprises the only reason we were able to make it 
though was because my mother and dad had five boys and we all worked in the store | worked my way 
through college and to a great extent through law school and then in 1940 probably the best thing that ever 
happened to me happened | married Pat l'm sitting over here | should say this that Pat doesn't have a mink 
coat but she does have a respectable Republican cloth coat and | always tell her that she'd look good in 
anything one other thing | probably should tell you because if | don't they'll probably be saying this about me 
too we did get something again after the election a man down in Texas heard Pat in the radio mentioned the 
fact that our two youngsters would like to have a dog and believe it or not the day before we left them his 
campaign prep we got a message from the Union Station Baltimore saying they had a package for us they 
went down together you know what it was it was a little cocker spaniel dog in a crate that he'd sent all the 
way from Texas black-and-white spotted and our little girl Trisha the six-year-old named a checker and you 
know the kids like all kids love the dog and | just 
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like all kids love the dog and | just want to say this right now that regardless of what they say about it we're 
gonna keep and now finally | know that you wonder whether or not | am going to stay on the Republican 
ticket I'll resign let me say this | don't believe that | ought to quit because I'm not a quitter regardless of what 
happens l'm going to continue this fight I'm going to campaign up and down in America until we drive the 
crooks in the Communists and those that defend them out of Washington I can only say that effort this 
competition which you have just described so effectively in which you plan to outstrip us and particularly in 
the production of consumer goods if this competition is to do the best for both of our peoples and for people 
everywhere there must be a free exchange of ideas there are some instances where you may be ahead of 
us for example in the development of your of the thrust of your rockets for the investigation of outer space 
there may be some instances for example color television where we're ahead of you but in order for both of 
us for both of us to bid adieu you see the cast over TV certainly it well certainly and with the same token | bet 
the same token everything that | say will be recorded and translated and will 
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will be recorded and translated and will be carried all over the Soviet Union that's a fair bargain the things 
that Senator Kennedy has said many of us can agree with there is no question but that we cannot discuss 
our internal affairs in the United States without recognizing that they have a tremendous bearing on our 
international position there is no question but that this nation cannot stand still because we are in a deadly 


competition a competition not only with the men in the Kremlin but the men in Peking we're ahead in this 
competition as senator Kennedy | think is implied but when you're in a race the only way to stay ahead is to 
move ahead as | leave you | want you to know just think how much you're gonna be messy you don't have 
Nixon to kick around anymore because gentlemen this is my last press conference and | hope that what | 
have said today will at least make television radio the press first recognize the great responsibility they have 
to report all the news and second recognize that they have a right and a responsibility there against a 
candidate give him the shaft but also recognize if they give him the shaft put one lonely reporter on the 
campaign who will report with the candidates know that thank you gentlemen and good day when we come 
back Richard Nixon sinks into the quagmire of Vietnam this is ABC News Nightline 
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having lost a close one eight years ago and having won a close one this year | can say this winnings a lot 
more fun that will be the great objective of this administration at the outset to bring the American people 
together this will be an open administration open to new ideas open to men and women of both parties open 
to the critics as well as those who support us we want to bridge the generation gap we want to bridge the 
gap between the races we want to bring the mountain America together and | am confident that this task is 
one that we can undertake and one in which we all feel successful we seek an open world open to ideas 
open to the exchange of goods and people a world in which no people greater small will live in angry 
isolation we cannot expect to make everyone our friend but we can try to make no one our enemy to you the 
great silent majority of my fellow Americans | ask for your support | pledged in my campaign for the 
presidency to end the war in a way that we could win the peace i have initiated a plan of action which will 
enable me to keep that pledge the more support i can have from the American people the sooner that pledge 
can be redeemed tonight American and South Vietnamese units will attack the headquarters for the entire 
Communist military operation in South Vietnam this 
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military operation in South Vietnam this key control center has been occupied by the North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong for five years in blatant violation of Cambodia's neutrality this is not an invasion of Cambodia the 
areas in which these attacks will be launched are completely occupied and controlled by North Vietnamese 
forces our purpose is not to occupy the areas once enemy forces are driven out of these sanctuaries and 
once their military supplies are destroyed we will withdraw we take this action not for the purpose of 
expanding the war into Cambodia but for the purpose of ending the war in Vietnam in winning the just piece 
we all desire in the light of the Kent State University incident could you tell us what in your judgment is the 
proper action and conduct for a police force or a National Guard force when ordered to clear the campus 
area and faced with a crowd throwing rocks | do know that when you do have a situation of a crowd throwing 
rocks and the National Guard has caused it called in that there is always the chance that it will escalate into 
the kind of a tragedy that happened at Kent State and if there's one thing | am personally committed to it's 
this | saw the pictures of those four youngsters in the evening star the day after that tragedy and | vowed 
then if we were going to find methods that would be more effective to deal with these problems of violence if 
arrangements are made by my staff so that they can come in to see me I'll be glad to | talked to great 
numbers of people | 
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| talked to great numbers of people | will be there all day long and as a matter of fact I'll be here to be there 
tonight tomorrow as well but sometimes it is quite difficult to arrange which group should come in | think | 
know members of my staff will go out to see them I've asked all the younger members of my staff to talk to 
the demonstrators and try to get their views as we did in November 15th on October 15th and I'll be glad to 
see them as some of them are available when we come back Watergate in recent months members of my 
administration and officials of the committee for the re-election of the president including some of my closest 
friends and most trusted aides have been charged with involvement and what has come to be known as the 


Watergate affair these include charges of illegal activity during and preceding the 1972 presidential election 
and charges that responsible officials participated in efforts to cover up that illegal activity the inevitable 
result of these charges has been to raise serious questions about the integrity of the White House itself today 
in one of the most difficult decisions of my presidency | accepted the resignations of two of my closest 
associates in the White House Bob Haldeman John Ehrlichman two over the finest public servants it has 
been my privilege to know | want to stress that in accepting these resignations | mean to leave no implication 
whatever a personal wrongdoing on their part I will not place the blame on subordinates on people whose 
zeal exceeded their judgment and who may have done wrong in a cause they deeply 
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done wrong in a cause they deeply believe to be right in any organization a man at the top must bear the 
responsibility that responsibility their bar alarms here in this office | accepted Thank You mr. president dan 
Rather with CBS News are you running for something no sir mr. president are you | made my mistakes but in 
all of my years of public life | have never profited never profited from public service I've earned every cent 
and in all of my years of public life | have never obstructed justice and | think too that | could say that in my 
years of public life that | welcome this kind of examination because people have got to know whether or not 
their presidents a crook well I'm not a crook I've earned everything I've got | have never been a quitter to 
leave office before my term is completed is abhorrent to every instinct in my body but as president | must put 
the interests of America first America needs a full-time president and a full-time Congress particularly at this 
time with problems we face at home and abroad 
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problems we face at home and abroad therefore | shall resign the presidency effective at noon tomorrow vice 
president for will be sworn in as president at that hour in this office we think sometimes when things happen 
if don't go the right way we think that when you don't pass the bar exam the first time | happen to but | was 
just lucky | mean my writing was so poor the bar examiner said we just gotta let the guy through we think that 
when someone dear to us dies we think that when we lose an election we think that when we suffer a defeat 
that all has ended we think this TR said that the light has left his life forever not true it's only a beginning 
always the young must know it the old must know it there must always sustain us because the greatness 
comes not when things go always good for you but the greatness comes and you're really tested when you 
take some knocks some disappointments when sadness comes because only if you've been in the deepest 
Valley can you ever know how magnificent it is to be on the highest moment always give 
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be on the highest moment always give your best never get discouraged never be petty always remember 
others may hate you those who hate you don't win unless you hate them and then you destroy yourself in a 
moment the comeback a little more than two years ago mr. Nixon made what would be his last appearance 
on Nightline would it be easy for me to do like many other former officials to spend my time relaxing playing 
golf playing bridge and that sort of thing but as far as I'm concerned when | have so little time left | want to 
use every minute of it sharing my views to the extent that they are useful with others whether they disagree 
with them or not | think it's important now that we hear all the views we can possibly get so that we make the 
right decision and he is still dispensing those views to this very day tomorrow his tenth book beyond peace 
will start coming off the presses and through it Richard Nixon will continue to exercise influence we cannot 
he writes react to every emergency call like an international 9-1-1 operator but we must respond to those that 
affect our vital interests in the world the debacle in Somalia was a lesson in how not to conduct u.s. foreign 
policy what began is a highly popular humanitarian relief program under President Bush became a highly 
controversial un nation-building project under President Clinton as the world's richest nation we should 
always be generous in providing humanitarian aid to other nations but we should not commit US military 
forces to un nation-building projects unless our vital interests are involved a test that 


00:18:03 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WI7qEEKOodA&t=1083s 





vital interests are involved a test that neither Somalia know hey t satisfied that's our report for tonight I'm Ted 
Koppel in Washington for all of us here at ABC News goodnight 
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